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The Scottish Storytelling Forum

Name of organisation1.

The Scottish Storytelling Forum (SSF) is a diverse network of storytellers, organisations and
individuals supporting Scotland’s vibrant storytelling community. It is a charity and a
membership organisation that operates nationwide with links to storytelling communities
across the world. SSF supports a storytelling apprentice scheme, maintains a directory of
professional storytellers, establishes storytelling outreach projects in communities and
schools and offers support and development opportunities for storytellers. It was founded in
1992 to encourage and support the telling and sharing of stories amongst all age groups
and all sectors of society, particularly those who, for reasons of poverty or disability, are
sometimes excluded from artistic experiences.

Brief description of your organisation 
Please include key aims and activities, organisation type and relevant charity 
registration numbers etc. 
(150 words max)

2.

Miriam Morris

Contact name3.

miriam@tracscotland.org

Contact email address * 4.

5



5.
Please do not share my contact details

Contact details can be shared

The Stone Soup Series 'The Stone Soup' is a European folk story in which a stranger
encourages the people of a town to each share a small amount of their food in order to
make a larger meal that everyone can enjoy. Which story/song/dance would you bring to
the melting pot of Scotland’s diverse stew? A series of community-led sharing events and
discussions. A storyteller will work in residency with small groups that are from refugee
backgrounds. The session will take place within the community, making it accessible, safe
and familiar. The residency will focus on multicultural and traditional songs, stories, dance
and food. There is potential for a larger celebration event at The Scottish Storytelling Centre.
The project will be shaped by an initial focus group with storyteller and participants: What
would participants want from project? How do groups feel they could utilise a storyteller?
This would permit the community group autonomy and SSF would take direction from
them. Steering prompt: The focus group begins with a sharing of the Stone Soup story. This
story has a message of kindness, shared culture, integration and communities coming
together and welcoming 'strangers'. The project will have a strong emphasis on celebration
and joy in culture. A celebration of integration, diversity, and a nod to Scotland's ceilidh
culture - everyone takes a 'turn' on the floor.

What do you want to do? 
Please outline the project/support you are proposing. Include key points like 
where it will take place, who will deliver it etc.  
(400 words max) 

6.

The SFF would hope to support people from refugees and ethnic minority backgrounds.
Reaching out to organisations such as Re-Act Scotland, Multi-Cultural Family Base and
MECOPP to help find groups in the community.

Who will you support?  
Please indicate who will benefit from this and how you will engage these 
communities. 
(200 words max)

7.

Please detail in which way this work would impact on communities 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic/health inequalities.  
Please only tick a box where you can evidence how you will meaningfully 
engage a community, and include supportive information in questions 5 and 7. 

8.

BAME communities



Carers (including parent carers, single parents, and those separated from children by the
pandemic)

Gypsy and traveller communities

LGBTQI+ communities

Older people

People affected by substance use

People affected by trauma or with a diagnosed mental health condition

People experiencing bereavement and loss

People experiencing homelessness, and those in inadequate housing

People experiencing socio-economic disadvantage

People who were on the shielding list for COVID-19

People with a long term health condition or a disability

Refugees and those with no recourse to public funds

Women (particularly with multiple and complex needs)

Other

SSF recently ran a project called The Big Scottish Story Ripple. Community groups received a
free fully-funded storytelling session and in return offered a good deed back to their
community. One storyteller worked with a group gathered from Multi-Cultural Family Base.
It was a small group of Asian women who had recently moved to Edinburgh. From this one
session it was evident storytelling is a vehicle to communicate and share cultures during a
time of displacement or resettling. It also permitted a safe space to talk and reminisce as
well as speak of anxieties and fears of a new life in Scotland. The Stone Soup series would
like to build upon this experience with other communities in Edinburgh and celebrate the
many new stories being added to Scotland's narrative.

What is the evidence that this support is needed/will help?  
Please describe factors such as if you are proposing to expand the capacity of a 
service that is currently oversubscribed; if people in the community have 
expressed a need for this/helped to develop this idea; other factors which 
indicate that this will be valued in the community. 
(300 words max)

9.



6 X 2hr residency sessions with professional storyteller £1500 Travel estimate £100 Total:
£1600 In-kind support: Event space and tech via Scottish Storytelling Centre £350

How much will it cost?  
Please break down the total cost into key categories such as staff, transport, 
equipment, hire of space, catering etc.  

10.

Where are the communities you would support? 
Locality

11.

North East Edinburgh

North West Edinburgh

South East Edinburgh

South West Edinburgh

City Wide

Where are the communities you would support? 
Neighbourhood Network Area 
If you support a smaller area please specify this in the 'other' box.

12.

Almond

City Centre

Craigentinny and Duddingston

Forth

Inverleith

Leith

Liberton and Gilmerton

Morningside

Pentlands

Portobello and Craigmillar



Southside/Newington

South West

Western Edinburgh

Other

What support would be helpful with this work?13.

Support from the Peer Collective to help develop peer working in your organisation

Support from Volunteer Edinburgh on recruiting and supporting volunteers

More general capacity building support – for example supporting you to report on outcomes,
to evidence need, to engage community members etc.

Other

Accounts 
Please e-mail the last two years of accounts to funding@evoc.org.uk 
(mailto:funding@evoc.org.uk) with your organisation name in the subject line, 
and your income for 2020/21 in the body of the e-mail. 
This information will not be shared. 

14.

Confirmation that the accounts have been submitted

mailto:funding@evoc.org.uk

