
Singergie

Name of organisation1.

Singergie is a registered SCIO , SC051356. We are a free community choir, set up to combat
loneliness, isolation, poverty and depression following lockdown. Our key aim is to provide 2
hours of fun, stimulation and social interaction through music. There are many research
papers on the benefits of singing in a choir for mental, emotional and physical health, and
Singergie embodies that. We aim to combat loneliness and depression, both of which are
prevalent in most communities. By offering a free choir, people are not constrained by lack
of money, poverty also being a prevailing factor. Lack of mental stimulation is also a
problem, and learning new songs, new lyrics, new harmonies helps to combat this. It’s really
important that this is not just for the enjoyment of those who are well off, hence our
commitment to providing a free choir.

Brief description of your organisation 
Please include key aims and activities, organisation type and relevant charity 
registration numbers etc. 
(150 words max)

2.

Contact name3.

Contact email address *4.



5.
Please do not share my contact details

Contact details can be shared

We would like to start two free Singergie Choirs in Edinburgh. There is not currently
anything like this in the area and we feel from local community facebook groups that there
is a real need for it. We have close links to Edinburgh, originating in a neighbouring
authority (West Lothian) so we are very familiar with the people and its needs. Funding
would cover the provision of a Choir Leader and Accompanist, both are paid roles, along
with venue hire, insurances, licensing and other smaller costs such as admin, printing, teas
and coffees etc. We also do our own fundraising activities in addition to this request for
funding. For this, we would provide one, possibly two free two hour choir session, once a
week for a year minimum. Our aim is to provide two hours of fun, togetherness, identity,
community, and stimulation. During this time, we teach easy harmonies, and get them
singing as a team, a group. It is important this this will be a free choir so there is no financial
barrier to people joining. This is what we find is the biggest obstacle when people are
looking for a choir. We include a tea break which is essential for social mixing and
community building. We print lyrics for people so they are not disadvantaged by not having
access to technology, and we also teach the songs line by line if people have reading
difficulties. We train volunteers to be “welcomers” so nobody feels intimidated walking
through the door. We would like to open our Choirs in the Sighthill area, and the Portobello
area as these are two areas where a need has been identified, through direct requests to
Singergie. We feel these include areas of deprivation and unemployment, where singing in a
community choir could give a real sense of dignity to people.

What do you want to do? 
Please outline the project/support you are proposing. Include key points like 
where it will take place, who will deliver it etc.  
(400 words max) 

6.

Singergie will benefit all areas of the community, including elderly, unemployed, immigrants,
disabled, those living in poverty, young parents etc. We are completely non discriminatory
and are open to absolutely everyone regardless of age, race, creed, sexuality, gender etc.
Our choirs give people a sense of belonging, of community, of identity, and of achievement.
The look on people’s faces when they hear the sound they produce is incredible, so
rewarding. We promote a feel good, fun environment, and we are regularly told that it’s the

Who will you support?  
Please indicate who will benefit from this and how you will engage these 
communities. 
(200 words max)

7.



best two hours of their week. Even if they arrive feeling down, they generally leave buzzing!
We’ve found the most successful way of attracting people to our choirs is through social
media, and posters in key community hubs.

Please detail in which way this work would impact on communities 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic/health inequalities.  
Please only tick a box where you can evidence how you will meaningfully 
engage a community, and include supportive information in questions 5 and 7. 

8.

BAME communities

Carers (including parent carers, single parents, and those separated from children by the
pandemic)

Gypsy and traveller communities

LGBTQI+ communities

Older people

People affected by substance use

People affected by trauma or with a diagnosed mental health condition

People experiencing bereavement and loss

People experiencing homelessness, and those in inadequate housing

People experiencing socio-economic disadvantage

People who were on the shielding list for COVID-19

People with a long term health condition or a disability

Refugees and those with no recourse to public funds

Women (particularly with multiple and complex needs)

Other



We have only left out the substance abuse category as we have no direct experience in this
field. We have choir members from all other categories listed above. In the 3 months
Singergie has been going, our members are reporting a huge improvement in their lives.
One of our members hadn’t left her house for two years, and was suffering from extreme
depression and anxiety. This person now comes to both our sessions, and has even sung
solo. She is actively volunteering now to welcome new members. She has been working with
a Community Psychiatric Nurse who reported that she hadn’t seen our Member this happy
or positive in ten years. We have Dementia sufferers whose carers are reporting an increase
in their quality of life, and ability to engage. We have young mums with babies who were
suffering from social isolation and at risk of depression etc. We have people who have just
moved to the area and felt isolated. There are many research projects that identify the
benefits of singing in a choir, and Singergie is definitely testimony to that. Music transcends
language barriers too, our founder once led a choir of international ladies for two years,
where only two were native English speakers. This gave them a mutual bond that didn’t rely
on the ability to speak the same language.

What is the evidence that this support is needed/will help?  
Please describe factors such as if you are proposing to expand the capacity of a 
service that is currently oversubscribed; if people in the community have 
expressed a need for this/helped to develop this idea; other factors which 
indicate that this will be valued in the community. 
(300 words max)

9.

£2500 - Hire of choir leader for one choir for one year £2000 – Hire of accompanist for one
choir for one year £1900 – Hire of venue for one choir for one year £500 - Insurance and
licencing costs £100 – Admin and Printing Costs £1000 – Recording of songs for member
use

How much will it cost?  
Please break down the total cost into key categories such as staff, transport, 
equipment, hire of space, catering etc.  

10.

Where are the communities you would support? 
Locality

11.

North East Edinburgh

North West Edinburgh

South East Edinburgh

South West Edinburgh



City Wide

Where are the communities you would support? 
Neighbourhood Network Area 
If you support a smaller area please specify this in the 'other' box.

12.

Almond

City Centre

Craigentinny and Duddingston

Forth

Inverleith

Leith

Liberton and Gilmerton

Morningside

Pentlands

Portobello and Craigmillar

Southside/Newington

South West

Western Edinburgh

Other

What support would be helpful with this work?13.

Support from the Peer Collective to help develop peer working in your organisation

Support from Volunteer Edinburgh on recruiting and supporting volunteers

More general capacity building support – for example supporting you to report on outcomes,
to evidence need, to engage community members etc.

Other



Accounts 
Please e-mail the last two years of accounts to funding@evoc.org.uk 
(mailto:funding@evoc.org.uk) with your organisation name in the subject line, 
and your income for 2020/21 in the body of the e-mail. 
This information will not be shared. 

14.

Confirmation that the accounts have been submitted

mailto:funding@evoc.org.uk

