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Edinburgh Network of Organisations working with  
Children, Young People and Families 

Network Meeting Minutes 
4th February 2016 

 
Present 

Joan Fraser EVOC 

Sarah Wade EVOC (Chair) 

Sarah Wardrop EVOC 

Jen Priestley  Police Scotland 

Kate Polson The Rock Trust 

Gary Dewar Children 1st  

Paula Swanston Home Link Family Support 

Leanne Nicholson  Streetwork 

Anna Chrystal Stepping Stones North Edinburgh 

Brock Lueck OPFS 

Thomas Lynch Dads Rock 

Rachel Mathers The Yard 

Graham McCulloch  LAYC 

Vicki Ridley Canongate Youth 

Ella Simpson EVOC (item 4) 

Julie King Circle 

Louise Young Edinburgh Women’s Aid 

 

  Action  

1 Network Meeting – apologies and introductions 

Apologies received from Niki Powers and Margo Irvine.  

 

2 Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Abuse  

Jen Priestley (Police Scotland) 

Following the launch of Claire’s Law, the scheme was trialled in November 
2014 and rolled out across Scotland on the 1st October 2015. There has been 
high positive uptake so far with 38 disclosures made so far. Police Scotland 
anticipate there to be about 5 per month after the initial period whilst the 
Scheme is new.  

Under the ‘Right to Ask’ individuals can apply to the scheme based on 
concerns regarding their own relationship, or others can apply based on 
their concerns for a family member or friend. Professionals can also apply. 
So far, 21 requests have come from professionals, with many of these 
coming through Child Protection Case Conferences with Police Scotland and 
Social Work using the scheme widely. There have been 17 from individuals.  

Once a request has been submitted, there are several stages that the 
process goes through (normally taking about 45 days) before a multi-agency 
group will meet to decide if the disclosure is lawful and who should then 
receive the information. There are a number of Third Sector agencies that 
the Police refer people to, but they are keen to have a longer list that they 
can call on.  

Under the scheme, Police Scotland also have the ‘Right to Tell’. This means 
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that someone may receive a disclosure without having requested 
information if the Police decide someone is at risk and needs protecting 
from potential harm.  

Those who receive a disclosure are asked to sign a confidentiality 
agreement, and so far, no one has been told if a disclosure has been made 
about them as this has been deemed too risky in every case.  

It is important to note that across Scotland there are some variations on 
what is disclosed.  

Following a disclosure, as well as putting people in touch with relevant 
agencies and services, Police Scotland provide advice on safeguarding to 
whoever has received the disclosure.  

The is more information on the Scheme here: 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/contact-us/disclosure-scheme-for-
domestic-abuse-scotland  

Jen is happy to visit organisations to provide more information or to run 
training for staff.  
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Minutes of Network Meeting Thursday 7th January  

Minutes of the last meeting agreed as correct. 

 

 

4 Matters Arising 

 Grants Programme 
There is still high anxiety about the outcome of the grants programme. We 
are awaiting the release of the new report ahead of the Education, Children 
and Families Committee meeting on the 11th February. EVOC will look at the 
paper and consider the best approach to take.  
 
It is sounding likely that CEC’s procurement team will be taking a stronger 
role with the grants programme moving forward, and SW has a meeting with 
a procurement officer to raise our concerns and opinions on the grants 
programme and what has gone wrong with it.  
 
The Network expressed the view that transparency and trust have been lost 
entirely through this process. PS pointed out that it would be helpful to see 
the Inspiring Scotland report so that we could understand what has been 
said and what is being taken forward. ES noted this and there was discussion 
over a possible FOI request if the report is not publicised. GM highlighted 
the issues this process has flagged with coproduction, and stated that it 
would be helpful to look at what was discussed throughout the process and 
consider what was and wasn’t taken forward, and why. VR is concerned that 
the review may have focused solely on the process and not how the 
applications were treated, which is where many feel the issues began. This 
has been a particular problem for some youth work agencies where there is 
additional confusion and issues caused by a number of contracts also in 
existence.  
 
The Network hopes that there will be a higher level of objectivity and 
transparency moving forward.        

 

 

 

5 Network Development 

 Vacancies Update 

 

 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/contact-us/disclosure-scheme-for-domestic-abuse-scotland
http://www.scotland.police.uk/contact-us/disclosure-scheme-for-domestic-abuse-scotland
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Vacancies will be advertised through the newsletter once SW has updated 
remits for the groups from CEC.  

 Future Meeting Topics  

March: Edinburgh Outcomes Framework pilot update 

EYC, Children and Young People (Scotland) Act, CSMGs and localities, Equality 
& Human Rights Commission, GIRFEC debate, Welfare Reform & Carers Bill.   

 

6 Child Protection Update 

AC provided an update from the Child Protection Committee Reps. Training 
events are being organised on human trafficking with training on CSE to 
follow. Missing young people are a particular concern and a subgroup to look 
at this and CSE implications is to be established. AC reminded the Network 
that the Reps can take forward issues, concerns and ideas to the Committee 
and a number of subgroups.    

There is feedback from the Reps available here.  

 

7 Voluntary Sector News 

An opportunity to share other news relevant to Network members.  

 

8 Partnership Working: Feedback over the last few meetings 

 Adult Protection Committee – 11th January – Leanne Nicholson 
LN highlighted that Fire and Rescue Scotland are receiving fewer referrals 
for home safety visits than usual and reminded everyone that these visits 
are provided free and that anyone can request one. There was discussion 
over the Escalating Concerns process as the Network felt this process could 
be used to assess patterns in multiple wellbeing concern forms being raised 
through the GIRFEC process.  
Feedback is available here. 
  

 Play Strategy Steering Group – 11th January – Rachel Mathers 
RM provided feedback (available here) and highlighted the conference 
coming up on the 12th March.  
 

 SO5 Child Protection Committee – 13th January – Anna Chrystal, 
Margaret Murphy, Niki Powers & Sharon Guest 

See section 6.  
 

 SO6 Poverty & Inequality – 13th January – Brock Lueck  
Of particular interest from this group currently is the work around the cost 
of the school day. More information is included in the feedback here.  
 

 SO3 Disability sub-group – 21st January – Joan Fraser, Roo Philipps, 
Fiona Hird & Celine Sinclair  

JF provided a verbal update and highlighted concerns around the community 
transport review as it does not appear to be taking into consideration the 
impact on service users, many of whom would not be able to access services 
without the community transport.  
 

 Early Years Collaborative Leadership Group – 26th January – Anna 
Chrystal 

This meeting was cancelled. It feels as if the EYC has stalled significantly in 
Edinburgh with Donna Murray’s post not being filled and no clear leadership. 

  

http://www.evoc.org.uk/networks/children-young-people-families/meeting-papers/
http://www.evoc.org.uk/networks/children-young-people-families/meeting-papers/
http://www.evoc.org.uk/networks/children-young-people-families/meeting-papers/
http://www.evoc.org.uk/networks/children-young-people-families/meeting-papers/
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AC will keep trying to get involved but at the moment it is proving difficult! 
SO1 should be providing the governance on this but as the group hasn’t met 
for a long time this is not happening. JF reported that Donna Murray had 
attended the Children’s Partnership the previous day but her presentation 
was about the use of data to measure improvement rather than EYC. 
 

 CSMG West – 27th January – Margot MacKenzie 
 

 Practice Action Group – 28th January – Sarah Wade  
This Group (formerly run by Family Solutions as the Children in Need 

Network) is now being supported by EVOC. The first meeting was on the 28th 

January and focused on family support. The aim of the group taking this 

work forward is to map the various levels of family support work being 

provided across Edinburgh to highlight the wide array of services covered by 

this term, and to pull together a clear definition of the Sector’s view of 

family support and its role. The next meeting of the PAG will be on the 31st 

March and anyone working in family support is welcome to join. More 

information including the minute and agenda is available here.    

 SO4 – 1st February – Niki Powers 
Feedback from this meeting is available here.  
 

 Children’s Partnership – 3rd February – Joan Fraser 
There is particular concern over the future of PoPP as the intention 
currently seems to be to propose significant funding to deliver a very Public 
Sector-focused model. It had been suggested that decisions about the future 
of parenting support needed to look at other options for approach and 
delivery. Donny Scott has agreed to involve Third Sector reps in the 
discussion moving forward.  
 

9 GIRFEC 

There is rising concern over the lack of training available, and sessions 
offered by CEC are repeatedly fully booked. SW agreed to raise this with 
Nancy Henderson and the area coordinators but there is likely to be a 
resource issue moving forward as two of the four ACs who deliver the 
training have left the Council. There may be some Third Sector staff who 
could help as there was a training for trainers course previously. SW to 
investigate.    

 

 

 

SW 

10 Any Other Business   

 Date of Future Meetings at EVOC – please note time of 2-4pm 

7th January, 4th February, 3rd March, 14th April, 5th May, 2nd June, 7th July, 4th 

August, 8th September, 6th October, 3rd November & 8th December 

 

 

http://www.evoc.org.uk/networks/children-young-people-families/the-children-young-people-and-families-practice-action-group/
http://www.evoc.org.uk/networks/children-young-people-families/meeting-papers/

