
 
 

 
 

Job Advertisement 
Sessional Playworkers / Sessional Senior Playworkers 

 

£8.45 / £9.43 per hour 
Fixed term contract (to end of August 2017) 

 
Introduction 
We are seeking playful people to join a staff pool to provide a range of holiday play activities, which run in July and 
August (though occasional training and planning sessions will take place April-June at mutually convenient times). 
There is not a guaranteed number of hours per employee – it depends on how the rota pieces together taking into 
account people’s availability. The key projects are: 

 Playschemes 

 Play in the Park 

 Playday 
 
Play opportunities at the sessions will include, for example, sand and water, art materials, messy play, nature play, 
fire bowls, dressing up clothes and ‘loose parts’ to encourage all sorts of ideas such as den building, junk obstacle 
courses, etc.  
 
MAP supports children to undertake challenges in their play if they wish and carries out risk-benefit assessment to 
ensure a balance is struck between enabling children to learn and develop and keeping them safe from harm.  
 
The purpose of the playworker role is to enable these opportunities for children aged 0-12, as part of a team of staff 
and volunteers.  
 

About MAP 
Midlothian Association of Play (MAP) is a registered charity (no SC025474) working to improve and increase 
children’s opportunity to play, because we know how important play is for their health, wellbeing and development. 
It is important for their lives in the here and now as well as for their future life chances. We provide services for 
children and for other groups working with children (including training and an annual conference). We have an 
office base in Dalkeith but deliver services throughout Midlothian. 
 

About Playschemes 
We provide summer playschemes in Mayfield, Gorebridge and Dalkeith/Woodburn in Midlothian. Each session is 2 
hours long, with a 3 hour shift for the playworker. We will be running 15 sessions in each area. Playworkers may 
work at one or more of the playschemes and this, alongside availability to work, can be discussed with shortlisted 
candidates at interview. 
 
The playschemes are set up to enable children to meet with friends and enjoy a wide range of play opportunities 
during their holiday. They take place in community facilities with access to indoor and outdoor play spaces, though 
occasional trips out are made, including to local parks.  
 

About Play in the Park 
We will be running 16 family play sessions, entirely outdoors in public parks, for children aged 0-4 and their 
parents/carers. There will be 4 sessions of 1.5 hours each in each of Mayfield/Easthouses, Gorebridge, 
Woodburn/Dalkeith and Loanhead/Bilston. The aim is to support family fun during the holidays and share play ideas 
that families could try at home. 
 

About Playday 
Playday is a large, public event taking place over one day (likely the 2nd of August), for children of all ages and their 
parents/carers, including groups such as holiday clubs. A wide range of play opportunities will be available for 



members of the public. Some of these play opportunities will be provided by our sessional playworker team. Others 
are held by external providers and partner organisations. 
 

How to apply 
There is just one application process, but those with more experience will be considered for the roles of Senior 
Playworkers, to coordinate the day to day tasks of the teams during sessions, but with no staff line management 
duties. This will be discussed at interview with applicants reaching that stage. 
 
The roles require each individual to join the Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme if not already a member. Each 
post is subject to the PVG Scheme Record accessed prior to the post commencing. Attendance is expected at 
training, including induction, child protection and first aid (if not already holding an up to date certificate). 
 

An application pack can be downloaded from www.map-midlothian.org.uk/pages/news  
or contact MAP on 0131 663 2243 or at info@map-midlothian.org.uk  

 
The deadline for applications is midnight on Sunday 5th March 2017 

 
Interviews will take place on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th March 2017 
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