
 

 

WE ARE now two years from the UK Welfare Reform Act receiving Royal Assent. A lot has 

changed in that time. Two days, let alone two years, is a long time in politics. 

 

The Government always expected their Welfare Reform programme to come in over a 

period of time – changes were originally expected to be brought in over about five years, 

until 2017. 

 

Not everything, though – as everyone knows – has gone according to plan. 

 

The introduction of Universal Credit has been dogged by significant glitches in the IT system. 

The Work Capability Assessment for Employment & Support Allowance has caused 

considerable distress, and now contractor ATOS has decided to halt their contract with the 

Government. 

 

Still, the Reform continues.... 

 

Campaigners consistently report horrific tales of sanctions being inappropriately applied. 

The Twittersphere is replete with stories of deaths attributable to sanctions and other 

changes included in this Welfare Reform agenda. 

 

Still, the Reform continues.... 

 

Is the reform driven by financial necessities? By social need? Or by Political imperatives? 

Join us to consider whether we are – indeed – (when it comes to people receiving benefits) 

in an era of – Perpetual Reform? 

 

To book your place, please email Dianne.Morrison@EVOC.org.uk with your details. Your 

space will be confirmed no later than 24 hours before each session. 
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Breakfast Sessions 

0815 for 0830 – 0930am 

at EVOC, 14 Ashley Place, Edinburgh EH6 5PX 

 

Programme 

   

0815 – 0830  Registration & Networking; Coffee & Pastries 
 

0830 – 0835  Welcomes & Introductions 
 

0835 – 0900  Guest Input (as per dates below) 
 

0900 – 0925  Questions & Discussion 
 

0925 – 0930  Thanks & Close 

 

Friday 04 April  What is EVOC doing on Welfare Reform? 

Wednesday 09 April What is the City of Edinburgh Council doing on Welfare Reform? 

Friday 11 April What are the biggest impacts of Welfare Reform on families with children? 

Child Poverty Action Group Scotland 

Wednesday 16 April What are the biggest impacts of Welfare Reform on poverty and inequality? 

Edinburgh Partnership Poverty & Inequality Theme Group 
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