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About LOOPs

The LOOPs (Local Opportunities for Older 
People) initiative is a joint project of 
Pilmeny Development Project and 
Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations’ 
Council funded by City of Edinburgh 
Council’s Department of Health and 
Social Care to improve uptake of social 
activities and preventative services by 
Edinburgh’s older people.

LOOPs Projects work in each of the 
Social Care quadrants are available to 
support delivery of improved signposting 
and information about existing Third 
Sector services. 
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Welcome...
…to the September Local Opportunities for Older People (LOOPs) Newsletter. There is a lot 
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going on in October beginning with the Edinburgh Leisure and City of Edinburgh Council 
Get Up and Go launch and awards Tea Dance at Meadowbank, the Luminate 
Festival across Scotland and events to celebrate later life running across Edinburgh. See 
the LOOPs noticeboard for further info.

On October 1st, Age Scotland and LOOPs will be launching a range 
of work around ‘Strengthening the voice of local older people’. At the 
core of this work we want to understand, directly from older people 
themselves ‘what does a strengthened voice look like?’ This work will 
include local events for older people, training and the consultation. 
Please come along to find out more, or look out for additional 
information about this project in early October.

Maybe we will see you or your colleagues on Thursday 1st October from 12:30 – 4:00pm at 
Meadowbank Sports Centre. Further details are available here.
Evaluation: 
It is evaluation time for the LOOPs Networks and while we 
have been able to maintain very good information about the who and 
what of the Network element of the initiative it is very difficult to 
monitor the real outcomes of this work.
In the largest part this is because it is what you are able to do 
between meetings that is valuable – for example: 

• Strengthening your professional networks
• Broadening the range of organisations to which you can signpost
• Improving quality of life for older people

To understand this we have put together a survey. We would be very grateful for your 
input into this survey – question 3 is a little bit fiddly but we have tried to keep it as short 
as possible and it should only take about four minutes.
If you are able to provide a case study, story, photo or any other information about how 
the LOOPs networks have been able to support please contact Stef Milenkovic.
Click here to complete the survey.
Upcoming LOOPs Meetings: 
At the July LOOPs Meetings we were joined by a range of befriending service providers – 
including LifeCare, Befriending Networks and Bethany Christian Trust. We learned a lot 
about the value and availability of befriending services.



The next round of meetings will be focussed around Falls Prevention and we have 
speakers coming from NHS Lothian and Edinburgh Leisure to speak about their fall 
prevention work  as well as Lewis Hunston and Lorna Gunn from City of Edinburgh’s 
BeAble Project.
The times and locations of meetings are on the LOOPs section of the EVOC website. Past 
papers, including slides are also available here.
EVOC Red Book:
Are you aware of the EVOC Red Book? The Red Book is a 
digital directory of Third Sector organisations, services and 
activities which provides information about all of the activities 
going on in the community for older people.
At the last count there were over 2000 activities for older 
people included within the Red Book, delivered by over 400 
organisations.
Our Community Researcher, Karen, is working away at mapping services for other client 
groups and maintains the current information. Check out her work at 
http://www.evocredbook.org.uk
It can often be difficult to find just the right service or activity for an older person, even 
when you have a sense of what you are looking for – so if you need additional support 
please give one of the volunteers at the LOOPs Phoneline a call on 0131 603 8311
You can find out about all of the LOOPs Projects at http://www.loopsprojects.org.uk/
  Please contact Stefan Milenkovic at stef.milenkovic@evoc.org.uk or call 0131 555 9100. 

ACE IT Autumn Training Programme 2015
ACE IT have published their Autumn Training Programme.
The team at ACE IT would like to offer you the opportunity to find out more about IT in a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere. You’ll be given a warm welcome in our comfortable 
training suite where you’ll have the chance to learn at your own pace.
ACE IT believe that one of the keys to our success is taking away the fear of computers 
and technology. We try our best to make sure that the learning experience is fun and 
jargon free in a relaxed and supportive atmosphere.



Please contact ACE IT on 0131 477 3883 or see www.aceit.org.uk. 

Health Inequality Grant Programme 2016/17
Organisations can now apply for grant funding for 2016/17. 
All applicants should complete the attached Health Inequalities Grant Programme 
Application Form.  Please refer to the guidance notes attached when completing the form. 
Application forms and background information are available to download on the Edinburgh 
Compact website.
In order to apply for a Council grant, all applicants must complete all parts of the 
application from i.e. Parts A, B, D and D. If the application is incomplete it may not be 
considered. 
All applications must be completed and returned to:
HSC.healthandsocialstrategy@edinburgh.gov.uk by Friday 9 October 2015.
Please note that separate departmental applications should be submitted for each City of 
Edinburgh Council funding stream you wish to apply to. See the Edinburgh Compact 
website for further information. 

Upcoming LOOPs meetings:
• South West:

Tues, 6th October 2015, 2pm – 4pm
Dove Centre, 1 Clovenstone Park, EH14 3BG

• South East:
Friday, 9th October – 10am – 12pm
Libertus Services, 20 Gracemount Drive, EH16 6RN

• North West:
Tuesday, 22th September – 2pm – 4pm
Queensferry Care
The Haven, 25b Burgess Road                           
South Queensferry
EH30 9JA



• North East:
Monday 28th September 2015 at 2pm
Portlee Resource Centre, 
17  Hawkhill Ave EH7 6BU

Further information can be found on the LOOPs Meeting page.

South West LOOPs
Community Navigator Update September 2015
Staff Update
Emma Pattinson left her post and we welcome Edyta Pyczek as our new Community 
Navigator.
Emma was responsible for developing the Community Navigator LOOPS project in South 
West Edinburgh. We will miss her but are pleased that she will be continuing to work in 
South West Edinburgh with her new role with VOCAL.

Message from Edyta:
I wanted to say warm ‘Hello’ to everyone and introduce myself. My name is Edyta Pyczek; 
I am the new Community Navigator for the South West community. I have started this 
week and I am at the stage of familiarising myself with existing projects, please invite me 
to yours! I am here to help, so please don’t hesitate to contact me with any enquiries or 
innovative ideas!
Looking forward to working with you!

Information Stations
We continue to hold Information Stations on a weekly basis in Wester Hailes, Oxgangs and 
Currie. We are looking to develop this area of work so look out for new venues.
Enquiry Slips
We will be in touch with South West services, and community venues with our Enquiry 
slips over the next couple of months to ensure there are lots of different ways older people 
can get in touch
Discover South West Magazine
We have been able to print additional copies of the magazine thanks to donations from 
Scotmid and Warburtons. If you would like to share or display the magazine within your 



organisations, please get in touch and we will get some copies over to you.
What are older people telling us?
When we are out and about reaching out to older people, they ask us for information on a 
wide range of services and groups. Older people like to be able to take copies of leaflets 
away with them. If you are updating your leaflets, please do let us know so that we can 
ensure we have the most up to date copies to pass onto people.
Some of the most popular topics/ places that we sign post to are:

• Ageing Well Information
• Community Connecting
• Dial a Bus/ Dial a Ride
• Walking groups and Learning Opportunities

This tells us that older people, using our service, want to be with other people, keeping 
physically fit and mentally active. 

North East LOOPs
Anna Reid & Mary O’Connell here. We are the new Development Workers (job-share) for 
North East Edinburgh LOOP.  We started the role at the beginning of the month, taking 
over from the previous Development Worker, George Clark.
The last few weeks have whizzed by as we familiarise ourselves with the already great 
progress of the project. We have been busy getting to know local service providers, 
attending meetings, putting the final touches on the project’s infrastructure, seeking out 
volunteers and planning our next steps.  
We are now in the position of implementing the project’s next stage  – recruiting 
volunteers, holding information stations in the NE quadrant, undertaking outreach to 
socially isolated older people in their homes and further development of the project.
Both of us will be at the “Talking about Later Life in Edinburgh” event on the 1st October. 
Hopefully, some of you will be there - we look forward to meeting and getting to know 
everyone.

For further information please contact: Anna Reid or Mary O'Connell
Email: neloop@btconnect.com
Phone: 0131 553 2559 or 0777 4877 254 



North West & South East LOOPs
As part of Age Scotland's Luminate Festival, NW & SE LOOPs will be holding two events 

• IT & Tea
Tuesday 6th October, 6pm - 8pm
Learn how to use your iPad or Tablet in a number of ways including for art, photos 
or everyday use!
Find more info on IT & Tea and booking details here.

• Sew & Snack
Monday 12th October, 3.30pm - 5.00pm
We will be joined by Saras Feijoo and Kate & Sarah from Impact Arts at the 
CloreCentre at the Scottish National Gallery on The Mound.
Find more info on Sew & Snack and booking details here.

Noticeboard
The LOOPs Noticeboard is regularly updated with news regarding older 
people in the community. You can submit your own notices 
on our website.

• Active Ageing: 50 years and beyond event
• Scottish Older People's Assembly - New Leaflet
• Outside World & Wellbeing
• Life Changes Trust National Stakeholder Engagement event - Save the 

Date
• Age Scotland Luminate Festival
• Be Able Service
• Free pre-employment courses for people with sight loss
• Fully Funded Dementia Workshops
• NEW MECOPP Exhibition: 'Mothers, Daughters, Fathers, Sons - 

Memories of Childhood'
• Promoting Excellence in Dementia Care Newsletter



We Want to Hear From You!
We hope you have enjoyed reading the LOOPs Newsletter, and will share with your 
relevant networks.
We are also looking for more exciting content to publish in our forthcoming newsletters. 
Share LOOPs related articles, events, projects and more with us and we will publish them 
in our next newsletter!
Contact Stefan Milenkovic for more details. 
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