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About LOOPs

The LOOPs (Local Opportunities for Older 
People) initiative is a joint project of 
Pilmeny Development Project and 
Edinburgh Voluntary Organisations’ 
Council funded by City of Edinburgh 
Council’s Department of Health and Social 
Care to improve uptake of social activities 
and preventative services by Edinburgh’s 
older people.

LOOPs Projects work in each of the 
Social Care quadrants are available to 
support delivery of improved signposting 
and information about existing Third 
Sector services. 
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Welcome...
Welcome to the latest issue of the LOOPs newsletter, in common with most of our Third 
Sector colleagues, the last few months has been focussed on the development of funding, 
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reporting to our funders and on assessing the way forward for the project.
There is a wealth of information about some of the work that has been carried out by 
Health in Mind, Pilmeny Development Project and Volunteer Edinburgh.
With that in mind, we have some very exciting news, which we believe will have an impact 
on a large number of providers across the city.
At the beginning of February, EVOC was provided an investment by the Integrated Care 
Fund to recruit local providers to begin a Hospital Discharge Support Service.
We have been busy establishing this work and will provide much more information as the 
work develops. Please see the basic info on EVOC’s website.

LOOPs Networks: 
You will have noticed that there has been a brief hiatus in the LOOPs meetings in the 
North West, South West and South East of the city. This has been because we are in the 
course of reviewing to ensure that the meetings we provide are both useful to the 
providers we support but also fit will into the new Locality structures that are developing 
across the city.
As part of this review, we are keen to hear from people within the new South West locality 
about the work to be carried out in that area. Please drop Stef a line including any 
aspirations. This could include speakers, format – anything!
The forthcoming dates for the LOOPs meetings in each quadrant are:
North East: 12th April 2016        10:15 – 11:45         McDonald Rd Library
South East: 15th April 2016       10:00 – 12:00         City Chambers (tbc)
South West: 22nd April 2016      10:00-12:00           Dove Centre
North West: 6th May 2016          10:00-12:00           Pilton Equalities Project
We will update about these meetings in a separate email next week. For further 
information please contact Anne Munro (for the North East) and Stef Milenkovic for all 
other areas. 

Locality Events
The City of Edinburgh Council and the Health and Social Care Partnership are moving to a 
locality model of working from the beginning of April 2016, this is supported by the Fire 
and Rescue Service and Police Scotland. Some information regarding localities can be 
found here.



Due to popular demand, a number of  thinkSpaces regarding the move to Localities have 
been organised at EVOC:
21st April  SW  WHALEARTS   9.30-12.00  BOOK HERE
28th April  NE  SLPC HALLS   9.30-12.00  BOOK HERE
27th April  NW  WEST PILTON NC   9.30-12.00  BOOK HERE
20th April  SE  METHODIST CHURCH  9.30-12.00  BOOK HERE

Further information about these events can be found on the EVOC thinkSpace page.
This course is designed to help organisations change the way they use digital to become 
more efficient and effective.
Both include the opportunity to become an accredited Digital Champion and join a growing digital network across Scotland.
Find further information by clicking the links above, or via the EVOC website.

Eat to Enjoy
Eat2Enjoy are passionate about putting the family meal experience back on the table of the elderly who either can't do it for themselves, or simply can no longer be bothered.  We launched 5 weeks ago and are starting to build on a small customer base, delivering in and around Edinburgh & the Lothians.
We believe the elderly should have as much choice as everyone else and derive pleasure from their mealtimes. Therefore we aim to raise the bar on the standard of offering currently in the market.  With your help, we’ll be able to get our message to as many 65+ as possible in Edinburgh.
View the menu and find more information here.

Calling anyone who has performed at the 
Empire Theatre (now Festival Theatre) 
Edinburgh
The Festival Theatre Edinburgh would like to hear from dancers and performers who have previously performed on the stage at the old Empire Theatre. We would love to know your stories as part of a new arts project.  We are interested in hearing from dancers and performers who are now living with dementia. 
If you are living with dementia and  interested in being involved in an arts project  please get in touch with Paul Hudson at the Festival Theatre telling us who you are, giving us your contact details and a brief outline of your connection to the Empire Theatre e.g. when you performed and what show you performed in.



The Festival Theatre Edinburgh has received funding from the Life Changes trust to help the venue become dementia friendly and is working with Janice Parker Projects on a new arts project. For more information contact Paul Hudson on 0131 622 8444 or paul.hudson@edtheatre.com

Fareshare Foodcloud
FareShare FoodCloud is a new scheme which helps charities and community groups to 
access the free, unsold, surplus food from a day’s sales at your local Tesco supermarket. 
Using the simple mobile technology FoodCloud, we have already helped 60 UK charity 
groups to access over 20 tonnes of fresh, good quality, free food. Most of the food 
available on the scheme at the moment is bakery items such as bread and pastries and 
fresh produce. However, over time we are looking to have a wider variety available.

The scheme is launching across 7 stores in Edinburgh from February 15th. These stores 
are Leith, Broughton Road, Colinton, South Queensferry, Davidson Mains and 
Corstorphine. We are one of the first cities in the UK to go live with this project.

Find further information here.

Cadenza in Concert
Saturday 14th May, 7.30pmKirkliston Parish Church of Scotland, EH29 9AS
Queensferry Care Proudly Presents: Cadenza in Concert
An opportunity to hear some of Cadenza's lighter repertoire of a cappella and accompanied part songs. Classical, contemporary, folk & jazz arrangements. The programme is still to be confirmed, but there will be a range of familiar music, new arrangements of traditional pieces and new music for choir. Something for everyone to enjoy!
Tickets available from The Haven – 0131 331 5570
Cost: £10.00 to include Programme & light refreshment

Local Opportunities for Older People: LOOPs Hospital Discharge Support Programme
As part of the work of the Edinburgh Health and Social Care Partnership and working in close coordination with NHS Lothian and City of Edinburgh Council’s Health and Social Care Department, EVOC has secured funding through the Integrated Care fund to deliver 



the LOOPs Hospital Discharge Support Programme.
We believe that this work will be a first in Scotland, in that it builds a coherent single interface for the Third Sector into the hospital environment, with the support of both Health and Social Care colleagues, and which will see the delivery of an end-to-end service to improve discharge efficiency and supports for older people.
Through this fund we will be recruiting a number of key, local organisations to participate within a collective, to support the new community based Locality Hubs and hospital based Discharge Hubs.
This work will be delivered alongside and in close partnership with NHS Lothian and City of Edinburgh council to ensure that older people are able to return home following a hospital stay and/or avoid a hospital stay in the first place.

The deadline for applications has now passed; however details about the project can be 
found here.

South West information
South West:                       
As noted above, we are looking for additional info about what you might like to see from 
the meetings in the South West. Unlike the other localities, these meetings have had 
relatively low attendance. Drop Stef a line with your ideas.

Discover South West 3rd Edition
The third edition of Discover South West is hot off the press. Find the online version 
here; paper copies are being distributed across South West Edinburgh. If you would like 
one, or a supply to pass onto people using your service, please get in touch.

Information Stations
Our Information Stations continue in our usual spots as well as some one off events 
throughout the community. Look out for us, or get in touch to arrange an Information 
Station near you. 

North East LOOPs



All is going well in North East Edinburgh LOOP project. With the help of our friendly fantastic volunteers, we held information stations in a number of venues from libraries to local events.  We are always open to suggestions on future information stations venues, so if you have an idea please feel free to contact us.
A Database of Activities and Services available to Older People has been complied and is frequently updated. To access the database: http://www.pilmenydevelopmentproject.co.uk/olderpeople
We have been piloting our “Outreach and beyond” service over the last few months.  This free short-term service works with socially isolated and/or housebound older people in their own home. The Development Worker and a volunteer, support the older person, to engage in local opportunities and useful information, which the older person can access in their own home.
We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to join our fabulous team. All our volunteers are trained and supported, and are entitled to expenses. If you or someone you know would like to get involved then please let us know.

Email: neloop@btconnect.com
For further information please contact: Mary O Connell
Phone: 0131 553 2559

North West & South East LOOPs
As part of the funding arrangements for the LOOPs over the next year, it has been agreed 
that within both the North West and South East localities there will be a Community 
Navigation project based on the excellent work carried out in the North East and South 
West.
We will be looking for organisations to deliver this work and will make a formal 
announcement including details of how to apply for this fund next week both on the EVOC 
website and at the Older People’s Service Providers Forum on Tuesday, 29th March 2016, 
at the EVOC Boardroom from 10:00am to 12:00pm
Please check out the EVOC News section of the website for further info as it becomes 
available. 



Noticeboard
The LOOPs Noticeboard is regularly updated with news regarding older 
people in the community. You can submit your own notices 
on our website.

• Bite 'n' Blether
• Edinburgh Laughter Club – Laugh Yourself Happy & Healthy!
• Carers' (Scotland) Bill passed
• New Support to Improve Strength of UK Voluntary Sector
• Considering a new home for your business this year?  Time limited 

special offers available from The Melting Pot
• Save the Date: Community and Dementia Conference, 21 September 

2016
• Networking Seminar : Living with Dementia: evidence from research and 

implications for policy
• Active Lives
• Vintage Vibes Update

We Want to Hear From You!
We hope you have enjoyed reading the LOOPs Newsletter, and will share with your 
relevant networks.
We are also looking for more exciting content to publish in our forthcoming newsletters. 
Share LOOPs related articles, events, projects and more with us and we will publish them 
in our next newsletter!
Contact Stefan Milenkovic for more details. 
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